
Carolina Beach, NC - Jan 7, 2026. Pleasure Island Chamber of Commerce (PICC)
Foundation has been awarded funding to stimulate business development in Southern New
Hanover County. With a generous grant from the Duke Energy Foundation, the PICC
Foundation is launching a competitive mini-grant program to support emerging growth
opportunities for eligible businesses in Pleasure Island and Southern New Hanover County.

“The PICC Foundation has set its goal to strengthen the workforce and respond to growing
business opportunities while we continue to build the strong community character of
Southern New Hanover County and Pleasure Island” said Jim DeGilio, Executive Director,
PICC Foundation.

The Southern New Hanover County business community, including Pleasure Island up to
Monkey Junction, continues to expand and stimulate growth for community residents and
the broader economy. With this growth, businesses are facing new challenges relating to
workforce training and retention, service demands, technology needs, environmental
stewardship, and preservation of community character. These factors shape both the
sustainability of local enterprises and the island/southern county cultural identity.

PICC Foundation Board Chair, LeeAnn Tluchowski stated, “Businesses in our area will be
able apply for mini grants of $1,000 to $5,000 to directly advance their business growth.
This program gives local businesses the resources they need to grow.”

The PICC Foundation was awarded $25,000 to support this new initiative after successfully
applying to the Duke Energy Foundation for funding. Eligible businesses may apply for mini
grants of $1,000 to $5,000 to support workforce development, technology upgrades, and
other growth-related needs. Applications will open in late January 2026. Visit
pleasureislandnc.org/foundation or contact Executive Director Jim DeGilio for application
details at ExecutiveDirector@PleasureIslandNC.org.

Note About PICC Foundation:
Newly formed as the giving arm of the Pleasure Island Chamber of Commerce, the PICC
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that promotes business growth and
development aligned with community spirit.
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